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PRo VID ENCE-CHA PEL, at Mox RW EL L- 
STREET, at JEWIN-STREET, at RichMOG ND 
in SURRY, and to all Lovers of the Truth 
in the Kingdom of Great - Britain, 3 rance, and 


lreland, &c. 


Dearly Beloved in the Lord, es and Peace be WY 
plied, through the Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


AM now at Wallingford, in Berkſhire, with the 

little flock that was lately ſcattered into corners, by 
the ſudden inundation of Arminianiſm, by a certain 
Vicar but, bleſſed be God, his truth ſtands faſt to 
bis own Elect ; for though ſome cleave to the church 
af God by flatteries, yet the people that do know. 
their God, ſhall be ſtrong and do exploits,” Dan. 
ll, 32. 


4 > [4 Here 
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Here are a few ſouls ſweetly united together; theſe 
have had their feet kept in the path of truth, and are 
bleſſed with a circumciſed ear, and ſeem to obſerve 
the Lord's caution, “ Take heed how ye hear.“ It 
is true, their peace has been much diſturbed ; their 
comforts ſcattered, and their judgments confuſed: 
but they have neither loſt their legs nor their ears; 
for they run away from the Arminian, and hear 
others; as it is written, Thus faith the Lord, as 
* the ſhepherd taketh out of the mouth of the lion two 
& legs, or a piece of an ear, ſo ſhall the children of 
cc Hrael be taken out that dwell in [mongril] Sama- 

& ria, in the corner of a bed, and 1 in Damaſcus i in a 
% couch,” Amos iii. I2. N 

I muſt confeſs Jam much ſurpriſed to o bear that 
the Reverend Gentleman uſed ſo often in his pulpit 

theſe words, Under this holy roof,” (meaning the 

church); and after all his conſecration defile the fame, 

By an abſolute denial of her doctrinal articles, which 
himſelf muſt haye have renounced by oath, as well as 
the ſupremacy of the Pope, 

About twelve months ago, the Rev! Mr. P—, 
told his audience, that he faw 4 heavy cloud bang 
over Wallingford, and defired them to pray for hin 
This prediction is really verified, and himſelf ap- 
| pears to be the cloud, as faith the wiſe man, Whol 
4 boaſteth himſelf of a falſe gift, is like clouds and 
wind without rain,” Prov. x XXV. 14. 
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Thus the prediction is more than fulfilled, for 
there is a dry wind as well as an empty cloud; but E 
truſt both will be of uſe under the management of 


infinite wiſdom; the wind ſeems to ſever the chaff 
from the wheat, and the empty cloud drives them 


to the fountain of living waters, where they are ſure 


of a ſupply; as it is written, when the poor and 


needy ſeek water, and there is none, and their tongue 
faileth for thirſt, I the Lord will hear them, I the God 
of Iſrael will not forſake them,” Iſa. xii. 17. The 
ſhaking of this apparent column has filled many 
with filial fear; it has brought others to ſelf-exami- 
nation, and ſome few to the work of digging deep 
to find the rock which God has laid, in order to build 
a goſpel hope for themſelves. 

As for the doctrines that have been lately advanced 


; by this reverend divine, they go by various names; 


which, as I am not a maſter of arts, it is not in my 
power to explain; nor do I believe there is a doctor 


of divinity in all the world that can make theſe fol- 


lowing aſſertions harmonize. 
The Vicar ſtyles them © The doctrines of grace, 


with ſome improvements ;” but what improvement 


the carnal wiſdom of blind, fallen and corrupt na- 
ture can make on the grace of God, is a myſtery 
too profound for an illiterate coal-heaver to fathom z 
therefore 1 am conſtrained to leave this with the 


learned. ks 


From a text on Matt. ch. viii. bd purity. was 
forcibly inſiſted on, from which diſcourſe Jeſus 
a3 Cnhriſt, 
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Chriſt, and faith in his blood were wholly excluded, 
and yet his audience were commanded never to ſet 
themſelves down as Chriſtians, till every precept 
was fulfilled, and every command obeyed. If this 
is a true ſon of the Church of England, how comes 
he to differ ſo much from the reformers introduction 
to the Lord's prayer in the catechiſm. * My dear 
child, knoweſt thou that thou art notable to do theſe 
things of thyſelf, nor to walk in the commandments 
of God, nor to ſerve him without his eſpecial grace, 
which thou muſt learn at all times to call for by * 


ligent prayer * 4 Eo 


It appears to me that the improvements 15 he 
has made on the doctrines of grace, have led him to 
contradict the articles which he ſubſcribed to, and 
by enforeing the doctrines of popery, he is guilty 
of perjury 3 ; and has in effect forfeited all right and 
title to any offerings, tythes, of ſurplus fees delhi. 
ing t to the Church of England. 

Another ſtrange improvement on the doctrines of 
grace is, that All the promiſes in the 17th chap- | 
ter of St, John are never to be taken or applied to 
any Chriſtian, for they all belong to the ſaints in 
glory, and to none elle. But What occafion the 
ſaints in glory can have for promiſes, I know not; 
ſeeing that they are already in full poſſeſſion of the | 


promiſed bleſſings. The heir does not live by faith... 


on the teſtament, when he 1 is in full poſſeſſion of the 
inheritance. ge promiſes are not made, vor left 
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| upon record to ſupport the hope of glorified ſouls. 
God has made them happy in full fruition, his word 


is to his church militant,"** Unto you, O men, 1 call, 
and my voice is unto the ſons of men,” 


When a certain Mr, W -s complained of his 


comfortleſs flate to the Rev. Mr. P, the Vicar 
deſired to know if the fault lay in the preacher, or 
in the pious hearer ; the hearer replied, He was not 
3 . judge to determine; but as the honeſt 
Mr. W——s was eſteemed by the Vicar to be a moſt 
deſcerning Chriſtian, the preacher was obliged to own 
himſelf and his doctrine to be in the fault; and that 
he had altered the ſyſtem of his preaching, and had 
not apprized them of it; and therefore (ſaid he) I 
have diſtreſſed you all by it. But though he owned 
that he had made the heart of them ſad, whom the 
Lord had not made ſad, yet it had no effect on the 
preacher; for inſtead of Wiſdom being juſtified by 
her children, Wiſdom's children were left to fink i in 
their own verdict; while human wiſdom in the vicar 
was kept in the full poſſeſſion of infallibility. This 
is not bringing the faults of individuals to the body 
of Chriſt, which is his church, where Chriſt has left 
the deciſion; but it is bringing the jury to the hu- 
mour of the ſuppoſed infallible judge. 
Another account of the improvements of grace i is 
in the following public confeſſion that he made. 
* And as to election, ſaid the divine, and predeſti- 
nation n, they are ſtumbling - blocks to the world, and 
A 4. Ss 
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6. to many people: for inſtance, here is on the other 
& fide of Benſon, an old woman who cannot bear 
« the doctrines, and ſhe is in perperual doubts and 
© fears about her election, &c.” So the ſovereignty 
of God, his revealed will, and the whole covenant 
of diſcriminating grace, is to creep behind the ſcene, 
that the judgement of an old woman may be exalt- 
ed, and the preacher is to alter his doctrine to pleaſe 
the world, If a bible was to be compiled by a few 
doubting, diſtruſting women, all the world would 
be at a loſs to find the path of 54 I never found 
any means ſo effectual to eſtabliſh a doubting troubled 
| foul, as delivering from the bible, what election is, 
what election does, and what the elected are | pre- 
deſtinated to, and the difficulties, the 9 . to 
cope with. _ 
But as for e God forbia that I ſhould 
ce give it up in my private opinion (ſaid the Vicar); 
ec but I choſe not to preach it, it is ſuch a ſtumbling- 


es block. And as for them that hold it, I ſee that 


ce one is a ſnivelling Chriſtian, another a wild-brain 
& fancied Chriſtian, another an Enthuſiaſt, and a 
e fourth, a ſtreet-walking Chriſtian.” - My friends 
will obſerve, that although the Vicar holds election 
in his own private opinion, yet he will eat that mor- 
ſe] alone he does not chuſe to declare the whole 


ceounſel of God, nor yet to proclaim on the houſe- 
top, what he has heard of the Lord in ſecret, So 


inſtead oe ſpeaking out of che e of his 
N heart, 
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heart, he is determined to keep the good heart-trea- 
ſure to himſelf, and deliver to the people the im- 
provement of his own brains. Surely this is not 
preaching from the heart to the heart, nor yet ap- 
pealing to God and conſcience in God's right. And 
according to the Vicar's account of free ſovereign 
grace, it only teaches people to el, to be wild in 
their brain, to be enthuſiaſtic in their notions, and 
to run about the ſtreets. If this witneſs be true, I 
wonder that the Vicar was not a ſnivelling enthuſiaſt 
before now ; for he has been paddling in election 
for. theſe ten years paſt. However, my reader will 
| ſee by this, that himſelf is wild-brained enough ; 
and I am ſure that he needeth a world of tame brains 
to make a conſiſtent chain of doctrines out of ſuch 
inconfiftent materials as theſe. 

I will never believe that he would have given up 
the doctrines of election, if he had been in the 
happy enjoyment of what the doctrine of election 
holds forth, and ſecures to the humble believer. 

The word of God ſays, that the elect are ordained 
to eternal life, which is comfortable tidings to him 
that ſenſibly knows the damps of legal and ſpiritual 


3 death. The word of God declares that we are or- 


dained for peace, which is ſweet to every ſenſible 
rebel. Paul ſays we are predeſtinated to the adop- 
tion of children; which is pleaſing news to the ſoul 
that is fick of the flavery of Satan's family ; and 


that \ we are predeſtinated t to be conformed to the 
| a ; image 


5 but after be was bruiſed i in the mortar, he came out 
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image of God's ſon, and any poor ſinner will be 
glad of this, who knows the ſelf-condemned and 
fallen image of the EaxTary ADAM. : 
We are likewiſe predeſtinated to good works, 
and to eternal glory; and what choſen veſſel in his 
right mind, would wiſh to preach againſt theſe 
things, ſuppoſe he could pleaſe all the old women 
in Benſon by doing of it. He avowed in the 


© preſence of man, that Chriſt died for all men; 


© for them that were in priſon, for that man on 


* horſe-back alſo (ſaid he) and that many were in 


c hell for whom Chriſt died.” If ſo then, Chriſt's 
death avails but little. As for univerſal redemp- 


tion (ſaid he) it is a truth, and I am determined 


© to abide by that ſyſtem, although it ſhould offend 
< thoſe who were ſo cloſely connected with me, 
ee and all my congregation befide;” being determined 


to ſet his face like a flint, and ſtand like an iron 


pillar to defend it. Yea, he declared himſelf 


bent upon this, even if all his congregation left 
him, ab 


pd he himſelf be forced to preach to a 
new people. ü 
That very night in which ks gave his ith this 


his confeſſion and determination, that very night 


God laid his afflicting hand upon bim, and he 


preached no more for eight weeks. Thoſe that feared 


God ſaw viſibly that he had viſited his apoſtacy with 
the rod, and his erroneous confeſſion with ſtripes; 


like 
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like the wiſe man's fool, juſt as he went in; for 
neither his errors nor his impenitency departed from 
him ; for he even oppoſed the teſtimony of a faith- 
ful divine in the eſtabliſnment, who came from Read- 
ing, and would not let him preach for him. The 
pious parſon of Wallingford gave me leave to pub- 
liſn his name, if I choſe ; and the whole of this I 


had from them to whom he delivered this confeſſion: 


and yet in a letter which he ſent to a friend, he flatly 
denied all this, and ſaid it was a falſe report. But 
alas! a man who will deal falſely in God's covenant, 
and deceive ſouls with falſe doctrines, will ſtick at 
nothing. But how the Rev. Mr. H could 
ſtand forth and vindicate him in his pulpit in Lon- 
don, I know not. However, when he got into 
his pulpit” at Wallingford, Mr. H—— overthrew 
the whole doctrine, ſo ſtrenuouſly contended for by 
Mr. P—. For the people informed me, that while he 
rebuked them, and vindicated Mr. P=, he at the 
ſame time took his text out of the ſeventeenth chap- 
ter of St. John, which Mr. P had declared belongs 
ed to none but the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, 
This was an entertainment for the people that feared 
God ; for they ſaw that he innocently tore Mr. P—'s 
doctrine to pieces, even while he was endeavouring 
to vindicate him, and Masi 5 Prog for leavs 
ing .. s | 

He publicly Aceliredy % That the derils were in 
heaven,“ which he attempted to prove from the 
| 5 beginning 
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beginning of the book of Job, * but that they could 
not ſtay there, becauſe they could not ſing the ſong of 
Moſes. and the Lamb.“ But how the devils, who 
are bound in chains under darkneſs, and reſerved 
unto the judgment of the great day, ſhould come 
into the realms of everlaſting light, I know not ! 
He alſo laboured hard to enforce the doctrine of 
final apoſtacy from grace, which he endeavoured to 
prove from a molt comfortable part of the word of 
God, namely ;— „But if his children forſake my 
law, and walk not in my ſtatutes, I will viſit their 
« ſins with the rod, and their iniquities with ſtripes : 
© nevertheleſs my loving-kindneſs I will not utterly 
take from Him.” —Here he artfully ſecured all the 
loving kindneſs to Hi - but excluded all the family 
befide.—* The redeemed,” he ſaid, © were in hea. 
a venalready, and loving-kindneſs i is ſecured only to 
„ H the head not to them.“ —It would be end- 
leſs for me to give you an account of all the improv- 
ments that he has made on the doctrines of grace; and 
What improvements we are further to expect may be 
gueſſed at by this ſample. However, he honeſtly 
owns, * that if univerſal redemption be not a truth, 
that he himſelf ſhall never be ſaved.” You ſee his 
caſe is deſperate ; he hopes to be ſaved, becauſe he 
thinks none will be loft. From all ſuch conſpiracy 
and rebellion, from all falſe doctrine, hereſy and 


. from hardneſs of heart, and contempt of 
| | God's 
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God's word and commandment Good Lord deliver 


us! 


P. S. I have found ſome ſimple honeſt ſouls at 
Wallingford, who ſaw Mr. P—'s firſt ſlip, and ſeem 
to have better eyes than the preacher ; they are fitting 
up a little place, and will want ſome aſſiſtance from 
us, which I hope will not be long wanting on our 
part. | 3 
Farewell; —may the peace of God, which paſſeth 
all underſtanding, keep our hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his ſon Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord; and may the bleſſing of God Al- 
mighty, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be with us 
all. Amen and Amen ; faith your ſouls' welwither | 
in Chriſt Jeſus, _ 


WILLIAM HUNTINGTON. 


